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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA
S t u d e n t  G o v e r n m e n t 
elections have seen several 
week s  of  t he ca nd idate s 
advert ising their planned 
in it iat ives and goals, but 
not every student initiative 
b e g i n s  w i t h  S t u d e n t 
Government.
For Ngozi Chukwueke, a 
Gamecock Gateway and fi rst-
year hospitality management 
student, her initiative began 
with a problem and a desire 
to fi x it. 
Living in Bates House, she 
gets on the shuttle at 7:15 
a.m. every morning to get to 
her 8 a.m. classes at Midlands 
Technical College. However, 
the breakfast at Bates Diner 
used to not begin until 7:30 
a.m., meaning that Gateway 
students like her would miss 
a hot breakfast on mornings 
that they had 8 a.m. classes. 
“ I  f ee l  l i ke  i t ’s  rea l l y 
important to help us key 
in in the mornings and be 
able to learn properly,” said 
Chukwueke. 
“It kind of started through 
[Freshman Council], because 
that’s how I knew who 
t o  t a l k  t o ,  b u t  a f t e r 
that, it k ind of became 
a n  i nd i v id u a l  p r o j e c t ,” 
Chukwueke said. 
S t u d e n t  B o d y  V i c e 
President Ross Lordo put 
Chukwueke in touch with 
Sodexo, and af ter several 
meetings, Sodexo agreed to 
serve a hot breakfast starting 
at 6:30 a.m. for the Gateway 
students. 
Although she admitted that 
her initiative was somewhat 
unconventional, she felt that 
it was signifi cant because “it 
was defi nitely something that 
affected fi rst-year students.” 
C h u k w u e k e  h a s  a l s o 
worked on other initiatives 
through Freshman Council, 
such a s  g uest  t icket s  to 
footba l l  games.  She had 
planned to run for student 
senate this year but was told 
that she is inel ig ible due 
to her status as a Gateway 
student.
“I was upset about that, 
of course. There’s not really 
much you can do in that 
situation, so I try not to dwell 
on it,” Chukwueke said. 
She  added  t hat  she  i s 
planning to stay involved 
with Student Government, 
although she doesn’t plan to 
run for senate again. Instead, 
Chukwueke said she hopes 
to f ind a posit ion in one 
of the executive off ices of 
Student Government after 
the election.  
U l t i m a t e l y ,  o n e  o f 
Chukwueke’s main goals with 
her involvement on campus is 
to increase the visibility of 
Gamecock Gateway students 
at USC. 
“ I  f e e l  l i k e  i t ’ s  n o t 
customary for a Gateway 
student to get involved with 
Student Government or be 
this deeply engaged with the 
university,” Chukwueke said.
S h e  a l s o  h i g h l i g h t e d 
representation for Gateway 
students as one of her main 
achievements this year.
“A lot  of  people  don’t 
even know we have a bridge 
program. They don’t know 
t hat  Gamecock Gateway 
exists. It’s just been really 
cool to get people to see our 
side of things,” Chukwueke 
said.
Sitting Vice President Ross 
Lordo was elected the 109th 
student body president of the 
University of South Carolina 
late Tuesday. Lordo’s running 
mate ,  cu r rent  Secretar y of 
Veterans Affairs Dani Goodreau, 
a nd  S e c re t a r y  o f  A lu m n i 
Relations Merritt Francis were 
also victorious.
A  r e f e r e nd u m  t o  a dd 
a  n e w  e x e c u t i v e 
position to Student 
Government, 
s p e a k e r  o f 
the Student 
Senate, also 
passed.
About 4,300 students voted in the 
executive elections, just above 13 
percent of the student population. 
Lordo, who defeated Ty Dillard and 
Stone Davis, won by a preliminary 
margin of 69.18 percent.
“ We ’r e  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  t h e 
upcoming year and term,” Lordo 
said, “and to start work ing our 
platform.”
Although Francis was unopposed, 
he expressed similar relief.
“I’m still so happy for Ross and 
Dani and all the senators on our 
team that won as well,” he said. 
“The work starts now and the fun 
starts now, too.”
Goodreau summarized her 
emot ion s  a f t e r  de feat i ng 
Jay Selesky with 60 percent 
of the vote as leav ing her 
“speechless.”
“It really was our team,” she 
said.
Lordo expressed that his team 
is eager to get to work.
“It ’s important to set that 
s t a nd a rd  a nd  c u lt u re  at  t he 
beginning of the term to carry us 
through the entire year,” he said.
C r a f t i n g  t h e  r o l e  a n d 
requirements for the new speaker 
of the Student Senate position will 
also be on the new executive team’s 
plate. The f irst elect ion for the 
position will be held next academic 
year.
“It ’s  one more posit ion t hat 
can really lobby for [students],” 
Goodreau said.
The f irst v ictory for a t icket 
in Student Government added a 
historic f lair to the “Momentum” 
team’s sweep.
“I hope that th is encourages 
people to think about [running a 
ticket] in the future,” Lordo said.
The victors of Student Senate 
elections were also announced late 
Tuesday. With a record number of 
students running, most positions 
were filled. However, some write-
in candidates were also successful. 
There will also be some run-off 
e lec t ion s  for  St udent  Senate 
positions.
Outgoing President Michael 
Parks was confi dent in the student 
body’s choices, recommending rest, 
prayer and an open mind for his 
successor.
“I was the 108th president, Ross 
will be the 109th,” he said. “There’s 
never been anyone as qualif ied, 
capable or ready to be the student 
body president than the man who 
was just elected.
Brandon Wong 
@THEGAMECOCK
Photographer, author, 
h i s tor ia n  a nd i nventor 
Cecil Williams spoke in the 
Hollings Program Room 
of Thomas Cooper Library 
about his experiences in 
the Civil Rights Movement 
a nd  h i s  cor re spond i ng 
a r t  We d n e s d a y .  T h e 
presentation was something 
to  behold ,  f eat u r i ng  a 
number of his photographs 
in PowerPoint format, with 
Williams tak ing t ime to 
describe each one.
Director of Multicultural 
Student Affairs Shay Malone 
introduced associate history 
professor Bobby Donaldson, 
who spoke of Wil l iams’ 
experience in Civil Rights.
“ ‘ H i s t o r y  m u s t  b e 
rewritten when new truths 
are uncovered,’” Donaldson 
said, quoting Williams.
After the introduction, 
Williams himself took to the 
podium and started his talk, 
explaining that while most 
photographers were getting 
an outside view of the strikes, 
demonstrations, marches and 
speeches, he was getting an 
inside look at these events.
“A s  we bu i ld  a  C iv i l 
Rights Center here at USC, 
it important to have people 
l ike Mr. Will iams. He’s 
a living legend in terms of 
Civil Rights; he lived it, he 
participated in it, and he’s 
still helping us tell the story,” 
Donaldson said.
Donaldson was referring 
i n  p a r t  t o  W i l l i a m s ’ 
invention, which converts 
film photographs to digital 
images. It’s called the Film 
Toaster, though no actual 
toast ing of f ilm is being 
done — Williams likened 
its appearance to that of a 
toaster, and the name stuck. 
This device is a milestone in 
preserving the past, as film 
has an expiration date.
Photographers, historians 
and students enjoyed the 
event.
“I see hundreds of events, 
but I’d like to see more of this 
nature,” said Zella Hilton, 
of the Irvin Department 
of Rare Books and Special 
Collections of the Thomas 
Cooper Library.
The theme of the Civil 
R ights showcase may be 
summed up by a quote by 
Cecil Williams himself:
“Pictures can bring back 
these moments in time.”
Emily Pierce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Emily Pierce 
@THEGAMECOCK
Gamecock Gateway student 
advocates, pushes initiatives
Civil Rights photographer 
reflects on experience
2017 Student Government Election
Lordo, Goodreau, Merritt form executive board
Mary Ramsey 
@MCOLLEEN1996
Claire Albrecht / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Ngozi Chukweueke works to get Gamecock Gateway students more involved on campus. 
Emily Pierce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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“He should not 
see the outside of 
a prison cell for 
the rest of his life 
if these allegations 
are true.”
— Matthew Sandusky on the arrest 
of his brother Jeffrey Sandusky, son of 
Jerry Sandusky, for child sex charges
“We announced that if anybody n e e d s  h e l p , medical help, or anything we are open.”
— Ranjeet Singh, the manager of an Sikh temple 
that opened its doors to Lake Oroville refugees
“John C. Calhoun’s 
principles, his 
legacy as an ardent 
supporter of slavery 
as a positive good, 
are at odds with this 
university.”
— Yale President Peter Salovey on 
removing the S.C. statesman’s name 
from one of Yale’s residential college
“It hasnʼt been 
a morgue for 
a long time. 
This is a total 
renovation. It 
will be totally 
cleaned out 
and DHEC 
approved.”
— Project manager Chandler 
Thompson on former Bull Street 
morgue that might become a 
restaurant
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2016 WINNER: 
ZETA TAU 
ALPHA
The USC fraternity or sorority that 
takes the most apartment tours at 
The Mills and Palmetto Compress 
between 2/13-2/24 will win $1,500!
A tour at either location is worth 1 point. 
SCHEDULE YOUR TOURS TODAY!
THE MILLS
WINNER OF BEST OFF-CAMPUS  
USC HOUSING THE LAST 5 YEARS! 
1-, 2-, 3- & 4-BR Apartments
20 acres of beautiful open space 
USC Comet Route Shuttle, short walk, or 
bike ride to campus & stadiums
Large pool with WiFi-enabled deck
Resident lounges featuring billiards, 
shuffleboard, ping pong, PS4 & Xbox
State-of-the-art ﬁtness centers
803.667.3705 
leasing@millsliving.com
OLYMPIA MILL — 600 Heyward Street 
GRANBY MILL — 510 Heyward Street
612 WHALEY — 612 Whaley Street 
PALMETTO COMPRESS
1-, 2-, & 3-BR Apartments
Exposed brick/wood beam ceilings 
Sun & fun at the pool deck
Resident TV lounge with games 
State-of-the-art ﬁtness center 
Patio & private balconies available
803.667.3705
leasing@palmettocompress.com 
612 Devine Street
apartmentsinsc.com
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5South Carolina will 
get its first large-scale 
outdoor concert venue 
this spring in Bowman, 
South Carolina. This 
200-acre piece of land 
ca l led  Yonder  Field 
will be able entertain 
anywhere from 7,000 to 
30,000 people.
Stacie Darr White, 
the owner and manager 
of Yonder Field, expects 
this full-season venue to 
hold about 10-15 large 
concerts a year. White 
says the f irst concert 
will most likely be in 
May.
Y o n d e r  F i e l d ’ s 
location about an hour 
away from Columbia 
w i l l  m a k e  i t  e a s i l y 
ac ce s s ib le  for  USC 
students.  The venue 
w i l l  a l so  be  w it h i n 
r e a s o n ab le  d r i v i n g 
distance to Charleston, 
Savannah, Charlot te 
and Greenville. 
“I noticed that many 
stadium tours bypass 
the state. So I k new 
there was a need for 
a large scale outdoor 
venue,” White, a native 
to South Carolina and 
graduate from Clemson 
University, stated in the 
press release.
Y o n d e r  F i e l d 
c o m b i n e s  t h e  t w o 
c o n c e p t s  o f  a n 
a mph it heater  a nd  a 
fe s t iva l  ex per ience . 
There are two stages: 
t h e  Yo n d e r  F i e l d 
ma i n  s t age  a nd  t he 
tailgat ing stage. The 
20 0 ac re s  a l so  have 
enough pa rk i ng  for 
about 17,000 cars. This 
gives the option to not 
on ly t a i lgate before 
the concert, but to also 
camp overnight after. 
This will be the only 
concert venue in the 
state that of fers this 
experience.
The love White has 
for her state and the 
intense detail behind 
the site she has created 
is thrilling. 
“The purpose of the 
‘festival environment’ 
of this venue is to allow 
people to feel like they 
have lef t  t hei r  l ives 
behind for a day. We 
want to provide a truly 
immersive experience 
w i t h  c o l o r f u l  a r t , 
inspiring music, great 
food and beautiful SC 
nature,” she said. 
This venue is  a lso 
g i v i n g  b ac k  t o  t he 
communit y t hrough 
j o b s .  A b o u t  3 0 0 
seasonal jobs will be put 
on the market, and a job 
fair will be held in the 
near future.
Yonder Field is also 
partnering with local 
restaurants and state-
known cuisine favorites. 
A food t ruck v i l lage 
will be available on the 
grounds with a wide 
va r iet y  of  food a nd 
drink options.
T h e  w a s t e  f r o m 
the concer t s w i l l  be 
rec yc led  or  u sed  a s 
f e r t i l i z e r .  Yo n d e r 
Field will be working 
with partners such as 
SuperSod to make sure 
waste isn’t just placed in 
landfills. Several acres 
of the site will be set 
aside for the community 
and farming as well.
W i l l i a m “ Ro c k y ” 
R o q u e m o r e ,  Wa l t 
Disney World’s  gol f 
c o u r s e  l a n d s c a p e 
architect, designed the 
venue to  apprec iate 
the relax ing, natural 
environment. 
“ W e  n e e d e d  t o 
locate the venue in an 
area that was not in a 
c it y env ironment or 
residential area. In our 
eyes, the architecture 
of this venue is nature,” 
White said.
A d d i t i o n a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n 
b e  f o u n d  a t  w w w.
y o n d e r f i e l d . c o m , 
i n c l u d i n g  a  v i d e o 
showing off the design 
of the venue and it s 
features.
L a s t  y e a r ,  t h e 
Oscars made headlines 
not for a major upset 
for the winner of Best 
Picture but because 
of  a  s t u n n i ng lack 
of  d iver s it y  i n  t he 
n o m i n e e s .  T h e r e 
were  no  ac t or s  o f 
color nominated for 
t he  m ajor  awa rd s . 
T h e  p r i m a r i l y 
A f r i c a n- A me r i c a n 
m o v i e s  “ S t r a i g h t 
Outta Compton” and 
“Creed” only managed 
to receive nominations 
for Best Screenplay 
and Best Supporting 
A c t o r  ( S y l v e s t e r 
Stallone) respectively 
—  t h e  A c a d e m y 
hav i ng  complete ly 
skipped over them in 
nominations for Best 
Actor/Actress and Best 
Picture.
Noting the white-
washed nominations, 
stars l ike Wil l  and 
Jada Pinket t Smith 
boycotted the award 
show, hoping to draw 
attention to the lack 
of African-American 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n 
the Academy Awards 
— something many 
A f r ican-A mer icans 
in the entertainment 
i n d u s t r y  t a k e 
personal ly. Because 
o f  t h e i r  p u b l i c 
announcement and the 
support they received 
from other celebrities, 
t he  Sm it hs  were  a 
major factor in getting 
#OscarsSoW hite to 
trend on Twitter in 
the weeks leading up 
to the award show.
T h i s  y e a r ,  e v e n 
with more diversity, 
movies like “Fences,” 
“Hidden Figures” and 
“Mo on l ight ”  were 
still snubbed in some 
of the top categories. 
Many believe Taraji 
P. Henson deserved a 
nomination in the Best 
Actress category for 
“Hidden Figures,” and 
Denzel Washington 
for Best Director in 
“Fences.” And, despite 
hav ing t h ree f i lms 
with predominant ly 
A f r i c a n- A me r i c a n 
ca st s ,  on ly  Denzel 
W a s h i n g t o n  i n 
“Fences” managed to 
receive a nomination 
i n  t he  Best  Ac tor/
Actress categories.
However, there were 
many top contenders 
for the prized spots in 
the nominations and 
because of that, there 
wa s  no  doubt  t hat 
some movies would 
be snubbed. And even 
with the slights, the 
Academy has certainly 
made a step in the right 
direction for noticing 
a n d  a t t r i b u t i n g 
value to movies with 
actors of color. But 
some question if the 
Academy is sacrifi cing 
t he  c r e d ib i l i t y  o f 
their nominations to 
appease the boycotters 
of 2016. And to me, 
t he  a nswer  to  t h i s 
question is a fi rm no.
“Fences,” “Hidden 
F i g u r e s ”  a n d 
“Moonlight” are not 
fi lms that the Academy 
had to sacrifice their 
prestige for. They are 
incredible movies that 
a re  f ina l ly  get t ing 
at tent ion draw n to 
them. This year has 
more predominantly 
A f r i c a n- A me r i c a n 
m o v i e s  b e c a u s e 
f ilmmakers realized 
that these are stories 
that need to be told, 
are worth being told 
and are what people 
want to hear.
An apocalyptic comedy 
is coming to Longstreet 
Theatre. “Mr. Burns, a 
post-electric play,” by 
Anne Washburn with a 
musical score by Michael 
Friedman, debuts Feb. 
17 from the University 
o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a 
Department of Theatre 
and Dance.
This dark comedy was 
described by Kevin Bush, 
director of market ing 
f o r  U S C ’s  t h e a t r e 
department , as three 
plays in one — but that 
one play is like nothing 
else.
“‘M r.  Bu r ns’  i s  an 
animated explorat ion 
of how the pop culture 
of one era might evolve 
into the mythology of 
another,” Bush said. 
Beginning in present 
day, this new play has 
sat i r ica l  tones  a s  to 
what could happen in 
t he  f ut u re ,  but  a l so 
funny undertones that 
Simpsons fans won’t be 
able to get enough of. 
“The f irst act is an 
intimate, dialogue-driven 
story. The second act is 
more of a theatre farce. 
And, the third act is this 
totally original musical 
concoction that merges 
Gilbert and Sullivan with 
the Simpsons, done with 
a nod to a classic Greek 
theatre aesthet ic,” he 
said. 
These unique qualities 
show that this play has a
little bit of everything.
“ I t  r e a l l y  m e e t s 
our mission of staging 
great scripts that both 
entertain and enlighten 
our students and the 
communit y at large,” 
Bush said. 
Maygen Bazemore
@MAYGENJANE
Outdoor concert venue outside Columbia set to open in spring
Shayla Nidever
@SHAYLA_NIDEVER
Courtesy of Jason Ayer
“Mr. Burns” will play at Longstreet Theatre Feb. 17 - 25.
‘Mr. Burns’ brings apocalypse
Column: Oscars more diverse, 
but still need progress
Caitlin Burnham
@CAITLINABURNHAM
Courtesy of Tribune News Service
Denzel Washington and Viola Davis  in “Fences,” released in December.
SEEBURNSPAGE6
SEEOSCARSPAGE6
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Carolina Tonight:
Live Sketch Comedy Show
Sat., Feb. 18
5 p.m. Benson Theater
Admission: Donation benefi ting Dance 
Marathon 
Ocean Park Standoff Pop-Up Concert
Thurs., Feb. 16
11:30 a.m. Greene Street
Admission: Free
Courtesy of SGTV
Photos courtesy of Yonder Field
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Donald Portnoy’s Farewell Season
USC Symphony Orchestra
sc.edu/music/orchestra-season
Koger Center for the Arts
$8–$30 
803.251.2222 
kogercenterforthearts.com
Tue, Feb 21, 7:30
Rachmaninoff’s 
Rhapsody
Guest artist 
Joyce Yang
captivates audiences 
with her virtuosity, 
lyricism and 
interpretive 
prowess. 
THE PROGRAM: 
Gould - Symphonette No. 2 
Mozart - Symphony No. 35 in D Major
Rachmaninoff - Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini
The cast will be comprised 
o f  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  a n d 
g r adu ate  s t udent s ,  a nd 
t he  c a s t  a nd  c rew have 
professional guest artists and 
directors behind the scenes 
facilitating production. “Mr. 
Burns” has been critically 
acc la i med  by  T he  New 
York Times and is one of 
the newest up-and-coming 
modern plays.
Show t imes are 8 p.m., 
W e d n e s d a y  t h r o u g h 
S a t u r d a y,  w i t h  3  p . m . 
matinees on Sunday, Feb. 19 
and Saturday, Feb. 25. Student 
tickets are $12, faculty/staff 
tickets are $16, and tickets are 
$18 for the general public.
BURNSPAGE5
W h i l e  i t  i s  t h e  A c a d e m y ’ s 
responsibility to nominate and award 
the best fi lms of the year, it is also the 
responsibility of directors, producers 
and screenwriters to make movies that 
document and explore topics that are 
more diverse than what is currently 
being made. By boycotting the Oscars 
and drawing attention to the lack of 
African-American representation in 
fi lm, celebrities accomplished just what 
they set out to — to have more notice 
and respect.
Hopeful ly, in the coming years 
we will continue to see a significant 
change in the types of movies being 
made and the nominations they receive 
for the Oscars. Until then, we can 
recognize the progress that has been 
made already and continue to strive for 
more.
OSCARSPAGE5
@thegamecock
“Fifty Shades Darker,” 
the sequel to the ode 
of boring people doing 
non-boring things “Fifty 
Shades of Grey,” is a 
whirlwind of stalking, sex 
and hushed conversations 
about tortured pasts and 
complicated romance.
The male protagonist, 
C h r i s t i a n  G r e y,  i s 
played so blandly and 
half-heartedly by Jamie 
Dornan he could be called 
Christ ian Beige (th is 
horrible joke is one of 
many I entertained myself 
with during the movie). 
Dornan is apparent ly 
t a k i n g  t h e  R o b e r t 
Pattinson road to starring 
in cringing cinema — he’s 
detaching himself from 
the franchise through 
terrible performances 
a n d  u n e n t h u s i a s t i c 
p r e s s .  A s i d e  f r o m 
D o r n a n’s  a t r o c i o u s 
ac t ing,  h is  character 
is the embodiment of a 
self-possessed alpha male 
who justifi es all of sadistic 
and overbearing behavior 
with his dark past.
Dornan’s counterpart, 
Dakota Johnson, plays 
Anastasia Steele. Johnson 
does a good job of making 
Steele likable through all 
of her adorably awkward 
comments about Grey’s 
“red room of pain” and 
her constant state of “oh, 
me?” But her voice never 
r ises above a whisper 
and literally half of the 
movie is just her sighing 
in one way or another. 
Despite her annoying 
tendenc ie s ,  Joh n son 
gives Steele a backbone 
— something she was 
missing in the fi rst movie. 
One scene fi nds Grey on 
his knees begging Steele 
for forgiveness,which is 
the most cringe-worthy 
gratif icat ion I got the 
whole movie.
T h e  s u p p o r t i n g 
characters, including Rita 
Ora as Christian’s sister 
and Marcia Gay Harden 
as his mother, are fine. 
They do well with the 
material they’re given and 
provide minor respites 
from the overwhelmingly 
bland dredges of Steele 
and Grey’s relationship. I 
can’t talk about any other 
characters because I don’t 
remember them.
Now to the plot — the 
main characters were 
stuck in a “Groundhog 
Day” cycle of Grey doing 
somet h ing ex t remely 
possessive and creepy, 
and then using his tragic 
past to justify it and then 
making up with over-
extended sex scenes that 
are surprisingly dull.
In addition to Grey and 
Steele’s (honestly, those 
are their names) circular 
relationship development, 
they deal with a psycho 
ex , a predator y boss, 
another psycho ex and 
a truly laughable scrape 
with death. The movie 
ends with a seemingly 
happily-ever-after, but 
of course the predatory 
boss has now evolved into 
a full-fl edged stalker and 
will undoubtedly wreak 
havoc on the now-normal 
and healthy relationship 
Steele and Grey (potential 
‘80s pop duo moniker?) 
have now formed.
O t h e r  t h a n  t h e 
uninteresting plot and 
excess of psychos, Steele 
remains friends with Jose, 
her friend who tried to 
drunkenly sexually assault 
her in the first movie, a 
baffling detail I couldn’t 
get over. I also had no idea 
how much time passed 
dur ing the mov ie, or 
between the two movies 
for that matter. It could 
have been four months, 
four weeks or four days — 
I have no clue.
A l t h o u g h  I  h a d  n o 
concept of c inemat ic 
time, I certainly felt the 
seconds creep by in real 
t ime. Really the only 
saving grace that kept me 
from leaning over and 
asking the person next to 
me how much time was 
left was the soundtrack. 
Much like the first film, 
the soundtrack was a mix 
of indie and pop tracks 
that convey the f ilm’s 
moody and sultry tone 
in four minutes better 
than the fi lm does in two 
hours. Songs from Sia, 
Nick Jonas and Anderson 
East create a moody vibe 
but still manage to bring 
a genuine sultriness the 
fi lm sorely needs.
A l l in a l l ,  I wouldn’t 
recommend this f i lm. 
But if you’re into terrible 
c i nema l i ke  “ Jupiter 
Ascending” or the last ten 
years of Nicholas Sparks’ 
movies, “Fif ty Shades 
Darker” might be worth 
your money.
Zoe Nicholson
@ZOENICHOLSON127
REVIEW
Director: James Foley
Release: Feb. 10
Runtime: 1 hour 58 minutes
D-
Courtesy of Tribune News Service
Thursday, February 16, 2017
‘Fifty Shades 
Darker’ tied up 
in repetitive plot
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FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA.
TA K E  M E  O U T
FOUNDERS FEDERAL CREDIT UNION IS 
A PROUD SPONSOR OF USC ATHLETICS.
WE ARE EXCITED FOR OUR 
CONTINUED PARTNERSHIP WITH 
THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA
AND GAMECOCK BASEBALL.
RELAX ... LET’S PLAY BALL!
TO the
ballgame
STUDENTS, FACULTY & STAFF OF USC, YOU CAN JOIN FOUNDERS!
VISIT RELAXJOINFOUNDERS.COM OR ONE OF OUR 
COLUMBIA OFFICES TODAY TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION 
PROCESS AND SEE WHAT FOUNDERS MEMBERSHIP CAN DO FOR YOU! 
FOLLOW US: @FOUNDERSFCU
foundersfcu.com • 1-800-845-1614
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not exceed 300 
words. Students must include their full 
name, major and year. Faculty and staff 
must include their full name, position and 
department. Community members must 
include their full name and applicable job 
title. Verifiable statements of fact must 
include at least one source; if we cannot 
verify a statement of fact, your letter will not 
be published until the writer implements 
necessary changes or provides reputable 
sources for any facts in question. Letters 
are edited for clarity, style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com
or mail them to 
The Daily Gamecock
1400 Greene Street
Columbia, SC 29225
“Drain the Swamp.” It is 
a familiar catchphrase used 
by Donald Trump’s election 
campaign to establ ish the 
candidate’s anti-corruption, 
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  a n t i -
e s t abl i sh ment ,  po s it ion . 
Running against a fi gure like 
Hillary Clinton, the idea of 
fixing Washington’s ethical 
problems likely won him the 
election. However, Trump’s 
controversia l relat ionship 
with Russia undermines this 
pos it ion ,  wh ich includes 
allegations of DNC hacks, 
and other election-tampering 
behaviors.
Ever since his inauguration, 
Trump has been solidifying 
h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h 
Russia, which led to Russia 
considering the possibility 
of sending Edward Snowden 
back to the United States, 
according to U.S. intelligence 
sou rce s .  A s ide  f rom t he 
ethical ugliness of sending 
human beings abroad to curry 
favor with another nation-
state, Trump’s acceptance of 
this “gift” would signal the 
end of his facade of being 
anti-establishment.
Snowden f led the country 
after releasing documents that 
revealed the unconstitutional 
n a t u r e  o f  N S A  s p y i n g 
programs. His posit ion as 
a whistleblower makes him 
a n a l ly  of  t he  A mer ica n 
people but an enemy of the 
government. One would think 
that Trump should commend 
Snowden on h is  va lor  in 
defying the evil powers-that-
be in Washington, but the 
commander in chief called 
him a “traitor.” Snowden’s 
s h a k y  s t a t u s  i n  Ru s s i a , 
and his constant threat of 
prosecut ion if he were to 
come back to the U.S., has 
proved intimidating for other 
possible whistleblowers.
U l t i m a t e l y ,  Tr u m p ’s 
acceptance of Russia’s “gift” 
would not only point out 
h is  t r ue intent ions as  an 
elected official, but also the 
hypocrisy of his platform. 
This platform, shared with 
his voters, hates the power 
of the federal government, 
but also vilif ies its enemies 
as traitorous anti-Americans 
when it should laud them 
for f ight ing a corrupt and 
unethical system.
— Hayden Blakeney, 
second-year history student
Russian-American relations have 
once aga in been t hr ust  into t he 
forefront of the national consciousness. 
There’s even talk of Putin extraditing 
Edward Snowden to t he U.S.  in 
hopes of sweetening relations, as if 
the proposed border wall and the 
enacted-then-suspended travel ban 
weren’t enough. But expect to see more 
of Russia because, as much as I hate 
to say, it’s in the United States’ best 
interest to befriend the Russians.
Now, befriending Russia doesn’t 
mean we get all cozy with one another 
a nd have a  war m,  f uzz y feel ing 
about our new pal Putin. There are 
a plethora of issues surrounding 
Russian relat ions,  especia l ly t he 
debacle between National Security 
Adviser Michael Flynn and Russian 
Ambassador Sergey Kislyak.
The fact that Flynn spoke with 
K i s l y a k  ab out  Ob a m a- i mp o s e d 
sanctions on Russia before President 
Trump took office is reprehensible. 
Flynn also misled Vice President Pence 
regarding his ethically questionable 
p h o n e  c a l l  w i t h  t h e  R u s s i a n 
ambassador.
Flynn’s resignat ion as nat ional 
security adviser exacerbates the current 
situat ion. It seems that President 
Trump has no rea l  coord inat ion 
between him and his staff regarding 
the matter. And that in itself is a major 
issue for the national security of the 
United States.
But this is nothing new.
The Russ ia ns  have const a nt ly 
meddled in our af fa irs ,  pursu ing 
anything to make it harder for us. They 
are involved with both Iran and Syria, 
whether that is monetary funding or 
military funding through the shipment 
of weapons. These are both areas that 
the United States has a vested interest 
in, with Russia conveniently taking the 
opposing side. 
And honestly, you can’t blame them 
too much. They are surrounded by 
the West. Most of their neighboring 
countries are part of NATO, and the 
U.S. has a plethora of bases throughout 
Europe. Not to mention the missile 
defense systems in Eastern Europe 
held over from the Cold War. But 
despite all these facts, we still would 
benefi t greatly from a friendlier Russia, 
especially if there is a shred of hope in 
ending the confl ict in Syria.
The Russians are crucia l  in to 
resolving Syria. There’s no way around 
this fact. The Russians have a vested 
interest in Syria: a warm-water port. 
This interest dates back to when Tsar 
Peter the Great ruled. Russia has 
always wanted a capable, powerful navy 
and multiple places to stage that navy.
So, give it to them.
Use that fact as a bargaining chip. 
Use it to get the Russians to play ball. 
If they can secure their interest then 
the United States can leverage them 
to help in Syria, to depose Bashar al 
Assad. Tell the Russians to help us with 
Iran, and most importantly, tell them 
to become a bigger participant in the 
fi ght against radical Islamic terrorism. 
These things can only become possible 
if we consider Russia a partner in this 
world and not ostracize them as we 
have been for the past 100 years.
And for those of you who would 
scof f  at  t he fac t  t hat  we’d a l ig n 
ourselves with an intolerant nation, 
especially for Russia’s reputation with 
the LGBTQ community, let me point 
you to the example of Saudi Arabia. 
Does sharia law mean anything to 
you? We apparently have no problem 
allying with a country that enforces 
the oppressive doctrine that still stones 
people as punishment for crime and is 
devoid of the concept of women’s rights. 
But Saudi Arabia is too important to 
have as an ally in the Middle East to 
throw away their partnership based on 
their actions, albeit heinous.
Bat t les must be chosen w isely. 
Do we rule out the al l iance with 
Russia because of their oppressive 
government and grievances against 
the United States? Or do we save it 
for later, and rally behind them and 
usher in the possibil it y of solv ing 
some of these massive global issues? 
The big picture takes precedent here. 
The Syrian conf lict has dragged on 
long enough, destabilizing the region 
and contributing to the suffering of 
millions. There’s plenty of time for 
Russia to answer for grievances against 
the United States, but now is not that 
time.
Beware,  ever yone,  t he 
stage is being set for another 
financial crisis. Last Friday, 
President Donald Trump 
began a quest to disassemble 
the Dodd-Frank Act, a bill 
created by Barack Obama 
in the wake of the 2008 
financial crisis that placed 
stricter regulations on the 
fi nancial sector. He plans to 
“do a big number on Dodd-
Frank” while at the same time 
attempting to reverse the 
fi duciary rule which demands 
that retirement advisers with 
the title “fi duciary” act in the 
best interest of who they work 
for, instead of trying to line 
their own pockets with the 
most profit possible. These 
mandates would foster short-
term growth in the fi nancial 
sector and perhaps in the 
economy overall, but would 
set up a potential catastrophe 
down the line.
One of the promises of 
the Trump administration 
was to roll back regulations 
that were choking business 
and growth, which is a valid 
position to have. Regulations, 
by design, make it  more 
diffi cult to do business than 
it would be in a completely 
unregulated market. But it is 
regulations that make it so 
meat packers can’t leave fecal 
matter in ground beef, or that 
farmers can’t put sawdust in 
flour to save money, or that 
workers actually get paid 
when they perform work. 
The goal should not simply 
be to eliminate regulation 
wherever and whenever we 
run into it. Our politicians, 
as well as citizens, need to 
be extremely careful and 
selective in what regulations 
we choose to el im inate. 
Allowing advisers to focus 
on personal interests over the 
best interest of their clients 
may make it easier for them 
to do business, but it also puts 
people’s retirement at risk.
This plan to dismant le 
Dodd-Frank has even caused 
Europeans on both sides of 
the aisle to be on edge. Board 
memb er s  o f  G er m a ny ’s 
Bundesbank and the president 
of the European Central 
Bank, who usually disagree 
o n  m o n e t a r y  p o l i c i e s , 
stood together in criticism 
of Trump, calling it a “big 
mistake” that could lead to 
another fi nancial meltdown.
If the only voices of support 
for these actions come from 
J.P. Morgan and Goldman 
Sachs, is this really the kind 
of init iat ive we should be 
trying to achieve?
GOP shouldn’t destroy Dodd-Frank
Mark 
Manicone 
Fourth-year history 
student
Improving US relations with Russia 
should be administration’s priority
Trump must 
refuse Putin’s 
Snowden 
extradition
Nick 
Sembrat
Fourth-year 
international business 
and economics 
student
EMPLOYMENT
GAIN VALUABLE MEDICAL 
EXPERIENCE
Well Established, Fast paced 
downtown Columbia physician 
practice is interviewing for 
candidates graduating in 
May 2017 and taking a gap 
year while applying to attend 
medical school.  Gain valuable 
clinical and clerical experience 
in a physician practice.  The 
ideal candidate will have a 3.6 
and higher GPA, graduating in 
May 2017, superior work ethic 
and high energy. On the job 
training while being paid. 
This is a full time position.  
One year commitment is 
required. email resume to 
guy@physicianservicessc.com.
Email 
guy@physicianservicessc.com
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! 
MAKE MONEY!
Top-rated sports camp needs 
fun loving counselors to teach 
all land, water & adventure 
sports. Great summer in Maine! 
Call (888) 844-8080; apply at 
www.campcedar.com
Now Hiring All Positions!
Upper Crust is a new 
gourmet CA infl uenced 
casual restaurant in NE Cola.   
Opening in 3 weeks ..we are 
looking to fi ll ALL restaurant 
positions.  PT AND FT shifts 
are available.
-management (will train), pizza 
chef,  line/fry cook, dishwasher, 
bartender/front house assistant 
manager & servers
We need super friendly, 
energetic & team oriented 
peeps for ALL categories.   
Willing to train in any position 
if you have a passion for this 
industry.  Flexible scheduling. 
Please submit resume & 
anything you’d like to tell us 
about yourself to:
Email mburrell1@yahoo.com
TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189 for 5-Days. All prices 
include: Round-trip luxury 
party cruise. Accommodations 
on the island at your choice of 
ten resorts. Appalachia Travel. 
www.BahamaSun.com 
800-867-5018 
PHD • JORGE CHAMHOROSCOPES
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ACROSS
1 Truly wretched
7 E equivalent, on 
scores
12 Bygone space 
station
15 Reaction to a 
comeback
16 Contact
17 Long-necked bird
18 Fitness challenge
20 Metz moniker
21 Colo. setting
22 See-through
23 Even-odds 
situation
25 Scand. land
27 Not much
29 Nosebag fill
30 Male pal, in slang
32 Cold sore relief 
product
35 Cellist with multiple 
Grammys
38 Baseball 
collectibles
41 Pure
43 Stated as fact
45 Sits in a cell
48 Set up in a glade, 
say
49 Bike whose 
company 
66-Across ends 
26-Down
50 Name on a 
shuttle, whose 
company 
66-Across ends 
24-Down
51 Lamb sandwich
54 Pamplona kudos
56 Outrage
57 Mountain predator
60 Trojan War epic
62 Church based in 
SLC, Utah
65 Center
66 Market 
representative?
69 Foofaraw
70 “American Buffalo” 
playwright
71 Erie Canal city
72 Passel
73 More than 
amuses
74 Greenery
DOWN
1 Splitting target
2 Short cuts
3 Reagan-era 
slogan
4 Outer: Pref.
5 Run after
6 __ support
7 Liberty
8 Auto with a 
prancing horse 
logo, whose 
company 
66-Across ends 
18-Across
?? ??????????????????
on scoreboards
10 Check no.
11 “Sons of Anarchy” 
actor Rossi
12 Brainy bunch
13 Passing remark?
14 Beef cuts
19 Field
24 Alternative 
energy vehicle
26 Unreserved way 
to go
28 “Hulk” star Eric
30 Fly-__: air passes
??????????????????
33 Nonsense
34 “__ Holden”: 
Irving Bacheller 
novel
36 Cactus League 
spring training city
37 Neil deGrasse 
Tyson subj.
39 Blizzard restriction, 
perhaps
40 Final Four 
matchup
42 Rural storehouse
44 Plays usually 
involving the SS
?????? ????????
47 Shoelace holders
51 IM option
52 “Seriously?”
53 Apply, as 
sunscreen
55 Respectful word
56 Pastoral piece
58 Stop-offs before 
big dates,  
maybe
59 Muscat money
61 Rush job letters
??????????????????
64 Stallone and 
Stone
67 Nashville awards 
gp.
68 Mgmt. degree
2/16/17
For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com
or download our
app!
2/16/17
1 2 3 4
For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com
or download our
app!
(803)764-2575 • 2706 Devine Street
Aries
Review family resources, 
and study the money 
fl ow. Your words inspire 
others to act. Make an 
excel lent suggest ion, 
and invite participation. 
Group efforts bear fruit.
Taurus
G e t  i n s p i r e d  f r o m 
a n o t h e r ’s  i n s i g h t s . 
Strengthen partnerships 
and a l l iances .  Share 
information, resources 
and results. Friends are 
happy to help. Support 
each other for common 
good.
Gemini
Get mov ing. There’s 
plenty of action coming. 
Ratchet the tempo up 
a notch. Take breaks, 
rest deeply and nourish 
y o u r s e l f  w e l l .  G e t 
further than expected.
Cancer
See the world through 
another’s eyes. You’re 
d e v e l o p i n g  a  n e w 
perspect ive. Give up 
something that no longer 
serves. Grasp a fleeting 
opportunity. Romantic 
dreams can come true.
Leo
Fa m i l y  h o l d s  y o u r 
at tent ion.  Domest ic 
responsibi l it ies  ca l l . 
Take advantage of an 
offer. Listen carefully 
for what’s required. A 
spiritual lesson sinks in. 
Support each other.
Virgo
Research and writ ing 
fl ow easily. Ask probing 
questions and get the full 
story. Reveal interesting 
developments. Friends 
help you advance. Music 
is a wise investment.
Libra
C o m p u t e  e x p e n s e s 
and update f inancia l 
ac cou nt s .  Fo c u s  on 
making money. More 
work increases  your 
sense of securit y. Be 
careful when practicing 
new sk i l l s .  Discover 
fringe benefi ts.
Scorpio
Fo c u s  o n  p e r s o n a l 
m at ter s .  K eep  you r 
fa ith and your word. 
Listen for what’s most 
authentic. Dreams reveal 
your true feelings. Avoid 
lies like the plague.
Sagittarius
Slow down and think 
things over. Clean up 
from the last project. 
E nv i s ion  you r  ne x t 
d i rec t ion  i n  det a i l , 
and map out steps and 
milestones.
Capricorn
Talk things over with 
y o u r  t e a m .  D o n ’ t 
t a ke  ac t ion w it hout 
considering the impact 
on ot hers .  Promises 
made now are good. 
Compassion is a huge 
factor.
Aquarius
A d v a n c e  o n  a 
professional goal. Do 
your best work. The 
more you learn,  t he 
farther you go. Listen 
to your team. They see 
your blind spots.
Pisces
What’s on the itinerary? 
Tr a v e l  c o n d i t i o n s 
suggest smooth sailing. 
A  b u s i n e s s  t r i p  o r 
seminar quenches your 
thirst for learning with 
interesting professional 
connections. Discover 
and explore.
@thegamecock
APP
for iPhone and Android
OUR
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T h e  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a 
ba seba l l  t ea m’s  road  to 
Omaha a nd t he Col lege 
World Series runs through 
the SEC.
The No.  5  pre sea son-
ranked Gamecocks (46-18, 
20-9 SEC in 2016) will play 
18  ga mes  aga i ns t  tea ms 
that made the 2016 NCAA 
Tournament, including 12 
aga inst  SEC opponent s , 
during the regular season.
One of the Gamecocks’ 
toughest tests of the season 
will be a road series against 
No.  2  pre sea son-ra n ked 
Florida, beginning April 20. 
After a brief stint in Omaha 
last season, the Gators (52-
16, 19-10 SEC) were picked 
to w in t he SEC Eastern 
Division with 10 first-place 
votes. South Carolina won 
the SEC East in 2016, but has 
been picked to fi nish second 
in 2017 with four fi rst-place 
votes.
Just like the Gamecocks, 
Florida is bringing a loaded 
r o s t e r  t o  t h e  d i a m o n d 
t h is  spr ing.  Five Gators 
were  na med to  t he  A l l-
SEC preseason f irst team, 
i nc lud i ng  c at cher  M i ke 
R ivera, shortstop Dalton 
Gut h r ie ,  t h i rd  ba sema n 
Jonathan India, designated 
hitter JJ Schwarz and ace Alex 
Fae do .  R e l i e v e r 
Tyler Johnson was 
the only Gamecock 
to make the A l l-
SEC preseason fi rst 
team. Last season, 
t h e  G a m e c o c k s 
and Gators split a 
three-game series 
in Columbia, with 
t h e  t h i r d  g a m e 
cancel led due to 
bad weather.
A not her tough 
road  te s t  awa it s 
Chad Holbrook’s 
squad on May 5, 
when it faces the 
t e a m  p r o j e c t e d 
to  w i n  t he  SEC 
Western Division: 
T he  L SU  T ig e r s .  L SU 
(45-21, 19-11 SEC) was two 
games away from a trip to 
Omaha in 2016, losing 2-0 
to Coastal Carolina in the 
Baton Rouge Super Regional. 
The Tigers received 13 fi rst-
place votes to win the SEC 
Western Division.
As for notable home series, 
South Carol ina wil l host 
Wright State t he second 
weekend  of  t he  sea son , 
beg in n ing Feb.  24.  Last 
season, the Raiders (46-17, 
23 - 6  H o r i z o n  L e a g u e) 
won the Horizon League 
Championship, earning the 
third seed in the Louisville 
Reg ion a l  o f  t he  NC A A 
Tournament. Coached by Jeff 
Mercer,  the Raiders garnered 
two wins against Western 
Michigan and Ohio State in 
the tournament, but were 
eliminated by Louisville.
The Gamecocks host SEC 
rival and No. 6 preseason-
ranked Vanderbilt April 6-8. 
The Gamecocks lost two 
out of three games 
at Vanderbilt (43-
19, 18-12 SEC) in 
2016 and wi l l  be 
looking to bounce 
b a c k  a t  h o m e . 
The Commodores 
put  up  s i x  r u n s 
against ace Clarke 
S c h m i d t  i n  t h e 
fi rst game and four 
ag a i n s t  r e l i e ve r 
Tyler Johnson in 
t he  t h i rd .  A f ter 
tallying 83 hits and 
59 RBIs in 2016, 
All-American Jeren 
Kendall will return 
f o r  h i s  j u n i o r 
s ea son  w it h  t he 
Commodores.
Pr ior to their 30-game 
SEC slate which begins at 
Tennessee on March 17, 
the Gamecocks will take on 
in-state rival Clemson in a 
three-game series starting 
M a r c h  3.  D ic k  How s er 
Trophy-winner Seth Beer 
will return for his sophomore 
season with the Tigers, along 
with senior A ll-American 
pitcher Pat Krall. The series 
will feature one game at each 
team’s home stadium and one 
at Fluor Field in Greenville.
The Gamecocks will face 
another ACC opponent on 
April 11 when they take on 
No. 12 preseason-ranked 
North Carolina at BB&T 
Ballpark in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. With UNC left-
hander Hunter Wil l iams 
pitching 6.1 scoreless innings 
and South Carolina walking 
a season-high 10 bat ters, 
Mike Fox’s Tar Heels handed 
the Gamecocks a 15-0 loss at 
the same site last season.
Sout h  Ca rol i na’s  f i r s t 
conference home series is 
slated for March 24 with the 
Gamecocks hosting Alabama. 
The following SEC home 
matchups include: Vanderbilt 
(April 6-8), Mississippi State 
(Apr i l  14 -16),  Kent uck y 
(April 28-30) and Georgia 
(May 18-20).
The Gamecocks will open 
their season with a nine-
game home stand beginning 
Feb. 17 at 4 p.m. against 
UNC Greensboro.
Carson Mason
@CARSONANNMASON
AP SEC Preseason Coaches Poll
Eastern 
1. Florida
2. South Carolina
3. Vanderbilt
T4. Georgia
T4. Kentucky
6. Tennessee
7. Missouri
Western 
1. LSU
2. Texas A&M
3. Ole Miss
4. Mississippi State
5. Arkansas
T6. Alabama 
T6. Auburn
Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Catcher John Jones brings power to a South Carolina lineup that looks to compensate for several key departures. 
Gamecock Nat ion was 
spoiled for those fi nal three 
years under Ray Tanner, as 
the South Carolina baseball 
team reached three straight 
College World Series fi nals, 
winning two back-to-back 
while creating a national 
powerhouse. The Gamecocks 
would host a Super Regional 
in three of the next four 
seasons, including last year, 
only missing out in the 
disappointment of 2015. 
Still, it’s not uncommon 
to  see  f a n s  c a l l i ng  for 
Holbrook’s job as he has yet 
to lead the Gamecocks to 
Omaha, which Tanner, of 
course, did in his fi nal three 
seasons. All Holbrook did last 
year was lead the team to a 
top 10 ranking and another 
Super Regional in Columbia, 
but that doesn’t seem to have 
been enough.
In 2017, it doesn’t look 
l ike South Carolina wil l 
have many excuses. With a 
weekend rotation of Clarke 
Schmidt, Wil Crowe and 
Adam Hill, the Gamecocks 
will be favored almost every 
time they step on the field. 
Not only does South Carolina 
have one of the nation’s best 
rotations, the Gamecocks 
have a great back end of the 
bullpen in Reed Scott, Tyler 
Johnson and Josh Reagan. 
O n  t he  o f f e n s e ,  t he 
dangerous A lex Dest ino 
returns, and sophomores TJ 
Hopkins and Chris Cullen 
are pr imed for big-t ime 
seasons .  Holbrook a l so 
brought in a lot of talent, 
including freshmen Carlos 
Cor te s  a nd  sophomore 
transfer Jacob Olson, who 
could factor in throughout 
the season. 
Because of all the talent, 
history and opportunity, 
the Gamecocks are featured 
toward the top of ever y 
preseason ranking for the 
2017 season, deservedly so. 
Now, Holbrook has to give 
the rabid Gamecock fan 
base what it wants: a trip to 
Omaha.
Adam Orfi nger
@AORFINGER
Column: Patience waning for trip to Omaha
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Gamecocks look to navigate deep SEC schedule 
